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1) Read Deuteronomy chapter 31 - This chapter is chocked full of heartaches
and hope. It's confirmed that Moses will not enter into the Promise Land, Joshua
is encouraged that God will be with them and help deliver enemies into their
hands, that the people will be faithless, and that they will face disasters and be
destroyed. Talk about a mixed bag! Let's dig into this text a bit more with a few
questions:
- Moses led the people for 40 years in the wilderness, but wilderness leading is
different from leading people into the Promise Land. How well prepared do you
think Joshua felt to lead these people?
- As Moses instructs Joshua, he repeats the phrase "be strong and
courageous" several times (which God will remind Joshua in the book of
Joshua). Based on the reading for today, why do you think this phrase needed
to be repeated to Joshua?
- Leading (or following) under uncertain times can be difficult, to say the least.
Where was Moses wanting Joshua to look to for peace during difficult times?
Where do you find peace during difficult times?
2) Read Joshua 1:7-8
- Why do you think that God emphasized obedience as Joshua led the nation
of Israel into the Promise Land?
- God reminds Joshua to not let His commands depart from his mouth and to
meditate on them day and night. Do you think there is wisdom in this command
for us today?
- What usually gets in the way of you spending time with God and listening to
Him? What would you need to change in order to be more diligent about
spending time meditating on the words of God?
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3) Read Joshua 1:9- Notice the 4 commands that God gives to Joshua: Be strong, be courageous,
don't be afraid, and don't be discouraged. Why would this be important to
Joshua in leading the Israelites into the Promise Land?
- Of the 4 commands that God gave to Joshua, which one do you struggle
with the most right now?
- The phrase "do not fear" comes up several times in the New Testament as
Jesus talks with and teaches his disciples. Why do you think that we struggle
with fear/ worry?
- Take a few minutes and look up some scriptures on fear/ worry. Which
one(s) speak the most to you? How can they help you when you start to feel
discouraged or fearful?
- The end of verse 9 provides the foundation for how we can live into the 4
commands. When we tap into the presence of God, we can be more
courageous, less fearful, live into God's strength, and be more encouraged.
What can you do to remind yourself each day to live into the presence of God
with you?
4) Read Joshua 1:10-11 - Have you ever noticed that knowledge rarely equals
action? Think about it: You have some degree of knowledge about the right or
wrong foods to eat, the dangers of speeding, or even the destruction of gossip.
It's often not the issue of what we know, but what we do with that which we
know.
- Joshua doesn't exactly know what God's detailed plan is, but he is willing to
put his faith into immediate action. What steps does he take?
- Where do you struggle with putting knowledge into action?
- In what area do you think God might be calling you into action in 2022?
What fears do you have about that? What can you do to combat those fears?

